Scappoose High School Jazz
Prerequisite

What an amazing opportunity – to rehearse and perform Jazz in a high school setting!  Jazz band and choir participation is by audition only.  A student’s ability to read music is essential and must demonstrate fluency on their instrument or voice that includes a jazz tune and match pitch.  Please obtain all audition materials from the instructor.

Course Descriptions

Jazz Band:  The high school jazz band is a select group of instrumentalists who perform a wide variety of traditional and contemporary music including jazz, rock and pop.  Performance attendance and participation are mandatory.  On occasion, the band may perform at an out-of-state festival where students may incur a cost beyond what is fundraised.  Students may incur additional expense for performance attire. This class cannot be forecasted. Instructor will approve after audition and notify registrar for scheduling.

Jazz Choir:  This course requires the ability to sing well, in tune and with a high level of musicianship. Each term the ensemble rehearses and performs swing, Latin, and recent ‘pop’ chart literature. Students are encouraged to concurrently participate in a high school band or choral class. This class cannot be forecasted. Instructor will approve after audition and notify registrar for scheduling.
Grading
The commitment necessary for performing with excellence requires students to be punctual and prepared for class on a daily basis.  You will be assessed in the following areas each term:


Daily Class Participation:  



5 points






Excused absence/tardy
3 points






Unexcused tardy

3 points






Unexcused absence
0 points

Performances: Each concert
20 points (short),  30 points (long)

Final exam over music theory or a jazz great
          15 to 25 points
Unexcused concert attendance cannot be made up.  An Excused absence will be assessed at 80% points and the remainder may be made up through an alternate assignment or extra credit.  Extra credit may be earned by completing additional music projects for the assigned number of points per project.  
Attendance

You are expected to be in the room by 7:15 A.M. and in your seat, ready to rehearse at 7:20 A.M.  Students not prepared to rehearse will be considered tardy for the day.  A tardy, forfeits 2 daily participation points and forgetting your instrument forfeits 5 daily participation points.  Class will be dismissed at 8:15 A.M. on most days, but occasionally may run over a few seconds.  

To make the most of each day and to perform our best, your presence is needed at all rehearsals.  Unexcused absences are not tolerated.  You will forfeit 5 participation points and any daily assignment points for each unexcused absence.  Expect a phone call home after repeated unexcused absences and you will be placed on probationary status.  Continued unexcused absences mean you will be dropped from class and class credit will be forfeited.
Class Rules and Expectations

1) Come to class prepared and ready to rehearse by 7:20 A.M.

2) Keep verbal comments to quiet talk about the music.  
3) Observe the commands to start and stop together

4) No food and drink other than bottled water

5) Respect all individuals and property in the classroom

6) Put forth your best effort

Contact Information
I will be available in the high school music room or office every day from 
9:45 to 10:30 A.M. With advanced notice some days I can be available after 
school from 3:15 to 4:00 P.M.  After hours I may be reached e-mail at ljackson@scappoose.k12.or.us
Performances
Concerts, festivals and community events are all performances where the 
jazz groups perform.  Please add these dates to your calendar.  When a 
conflict with a scheduled performance occurs, parents are expected to 
send a written excuse or e-mail to the instructor at least one week in 

advance. Without this excuse all points for the performance are 

forfeited.

Jazz Performance Schedule:
Group      
Performance
Date

Day

Location

JB

Sauerkraut Fest,
Sept. 21
Sat.

Gazebo by Library
JC, JB
Fall Concert

Nov. 14
Thurs.
SHS Auditorium

JC, JB
Music Showscase
Dec. 16
Mon.

SHS

JB

Winter Instrum.
Dec. 18
Wed.

SHS Auditorium

JC

Winter Choral
Dec. 19
Thurs.
SHS Auditorium

JC, JB
Dist. 3 Jazz

Feb. 12
Wed.

SHS Auditorium

JB

Clackamas Jazz
March 15?
Sat.

Oregon City

JC

Jazz and Chamber
April 10
Thurs.
SHS

JB

U of P Jazz

April 17?
Thurs.
Portland, OR

JB

Spring 7-12 Band
May 20
Tues.

SHS Auditorium

JC

Spring Choral
May 28
Wed.

SHS Auditorium
JB

Baccalaureate
May 30
Fri.

SHS Auditorium

JB

Graduation

May 31
Sat.

SHS Stadium
